
D. Ze bulon as a Tra de a nd Se r vice Ce nte r 

Th e brighter side of the income pi c ture is tha t the top 6 . 6% of Ar ea 
families (wi th income of $ 8 , 000 or more) account e d fo r 23.9% of total 
p e rsona l income , and the 38 .8% with mod e r a t e ($3 , 000 to $ 7 , 999) incomes 
accoun t ed fo r 54.5% of total income . Out-migr ation of l arge nu mbe rs of 
l ow- in come famili es f r o m the Ar e a do es not des troy th e local busin e ss 
st r ucture so l ong as fa mili es with a de qu a t e income s continue to live 
a nd do business in Ze bulon. Althou gh a declin e in low-income rura l 
customers r educes business for f irms se lling s t a pl e s (groce ries , eve r y
da y clothing, and the like ), increa s e s in pe r f amil y in comes of th e 
r emai n ing farm families will increase de mand fo r mor e qua lity goods 
and se r v ices. Since Zebu l on is a lrea dy a major cente r fo r equ ipme nt 
an d supplies , g r e ate r me chani za tion and consolidation of fa rms may be 
a good th ing . 

Th e ma p on the ne x t page indica t e d the a r ea from which peopl e are li ke l y 
t o come t o s ho p fo r mo s t of thei r nee ds in Zebu l on. 

Given a total ce nsus tract income of $4, 8 13, 000, in 1959 , what is th e 
sa l es pe r fo rma nce r e cord of loca l r e t ai l f arms? A Zebu lon Chambe r o f 
Commerce survey of l oca l f irms in 1958 confirms tha t Zebu l on is mo r e 
than holding its own. Re t ai l sa l e s we r e appro x imately 8 5% of t ota l a r ea 
income , indicating consi de rabl e s p e nding by non-area r es ide nts, primari l y 
thos e f r om rural areas in adjacent counties. Th e State pro portion of 
1958 r e t ai l sa l es t o 1959 income, by comparison, was onl y 66.8%. 
Pa rticularly high sa l es we r e r eg i ster e d by f irms s e lling fa rm e quipme nt, 
gaso l ine ( due to Zebulon' s lo ca tion at inte rs e ctions of s everal major 
highways), and foo d (one a r ea in which the many low-income families 
were important contri bu t o r s) . Furnitur e , lumbe r, and h a rdwar e , and 
au tomobi l e sa l es we r e about normal. Sal e s we r e l ow , r e l a tive l y, fo r 
drug s , ea ting places, genera l merchandise, appare l, and sp e cia li ze d 
goo ds, presumabl y r e presen ting shopping be ing done in Ra l e i gh. 

E. Guide lines fo r Futur e Economic Growth 

Future efforts a t eco nomic deve l o pme nt in the Zebu l on a r ea shou ld b e 
co nce ntrated o n s pecia li ze d f irms serving the Ra l e igh met r o p o lita n area 
such as whol esa l e hous e s, l arge vo lu me r e tail out l e ts, an d components 
manu fa cture r s . Such f irms often r equir e convenient access to the Cit y 
they serve but wish t o avoid the disadvan tages of a n urban l ocat i o n - -
hig h l an d costs, traffic congestion, highe r wages and construction costs. 

Whil e l abor - intens i ve industries - - a ppare l, e l ectronic wiring, e tc., 
wou l d bo l s t e r Zebulon's e mployme nt an d income f i gures , l ong range stabi l ity 
cou ld bette r be achieved by a ttrac ting f irm s that compl eme nt rather than 
comp ete with Ra l eigh's e conomic s p ecia lities. 

Maintaining a high l eve l of municipa l uti l ities a nd services and encou r aging 
qua l ity standard s in subdiv i sion d eve l o pme nt wi ll foste r Zebu l on's a ttrac tion 
as a r es identia l center in the Ra l eigh met r o po litan area. 

- 12 -


